Crucifixus Antonio Lotti (c.1667-1740)

Lotti was probably born in Venice, and lived and worked there for most of his life. In 1736 he was
appointed maestro di capella at Saint Mark’s. He was widely admired for his church music, though
nowadays he is remembered simply for his settings of the Crucifixus, of which there are three, in six,
eight and ten parts. The most frequently performed is this eight-part setting, which originally formed
part of a mass that Lotti wrote around 1718 whilst at the court of Dresden. Though only a short piece,
its cumulative dissonances and dramatic intensity are exceptionally powerful.

programme notes by John Bawden

To those using these notes
You are more than welcome to use all or part of these notes for your choral society or church programme, or
for educational purposes. Please would you ensure that my authorship is attributed, and would you also kindly

advise me by e-mail - info@directoryofchoralmusic.co.uk. If you wish to use these notes for commercial
reproduction, e.g. a CD or DVD liner, please contact me first. Thank you.

[Christ] was crucified for us and our salvation, he suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.
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